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The Richmond Browns 
were a semi-pro baseball 
team, which was a  member 
of the Blue Grass Colored 
Baseball League that began 
organizing in July 1899. The 
Richmond “colored nine” 
had been playing since 
1888. The last mention of 
the Browns was in July 1931 
when they lost their first 
game, having been defeated 
by Danville. Unfortunately, 
there are no known existing records of the Browns which list all team members. 
Box scores in local papers list only the last names of a few of the Browns’ players 
which include Estill, Blythe, Kavanaugh, Tye, White, Ballew, Mason, Palmer, 
Phelps, Doty, Spillman, Pollard, and Glover. Other baseball teams mentioned 
in news articles include the Richmond White Sox and the Lexington Hustlers.

Sports Highlights
The Richmond Browns
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Albert Mackey was among the first African American business owners in 
Madison County and was considered a “jack of all trades”. Albert was born a 
slave in Lincoln County, Kentucky, in around 1815. At age 12 he was brought to 
Richmond and sold to a widower, Jane Mackey, from whom he took his name. 
Jane Mackey allowed him his own time at $100 per year. When  Miss Mackey 
decided to move to Iowa, Albert proposed to buy his freedom at an agreed price 
of $800. She returned $100 to him saying he could have that for a new beginning 
in the world.

1 The Mackey Family
116 Tates Creek Avenue
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The following entries were made in Madison County Court records:

On May 31, 1841 

“A deed of emancipation from Jane Mackey emancipating her Negro man slave named 
Albert aged about 25 years was produced in the open Court…”  

On July 6, 1841, the court formally emancipated Albert Mackey. 

“July 6, 1841 This day came Albert MacKey a negro man slave the property of Jane 
MacKey and on his own — and appearing to the court that a deed of Emancipation 
from said Jane MacKey emancipating the said slave Albert was duly proved and filed… 
that said Albert MacKey be emancipated and set free to all … and to said Albert MacKey 
a certificate accordingly.” 

Albert married Margaret A. Embry who was enslaved to William Wallace 
Embry. When the Embrys moved to Missouri in 1853, Albert was allowed to 
purchase his wife and her three children, Joel, Louvina , and Albert Jr. for $2500 
to be paid in three months. To secure the loan, he mortgaged his wife and her 
children with all his other possessions. His friends Joel Walker and Joseph 
Turner, two prominent citizens, went his security. A year later he purchased 
his daughter Maria (1840-1859) from Mrs. Martha E. Clark for $1000, which he 
borrowed from the Northern Bank. 
“Ambition to free his wife and children from slavery was uppermost in his mind and 
heart. Albert accumulated considerable property and at one time reportedly worth 
$20,000. He was a barber by trade, but was also a painter. He was one of the men who 
put the first coats of paint on the Richmond Courthouse. Between the mid 1860’s and 
the mid 1870’s, he owned a tavern along First Street in Richmond. The tavern later 
gave way to a very successful bakery, making cakes and candies, which Albert’s son, 
Joel later owned. By the mid 1880’s he returned to barbering which he did up to the 
time of his death in 1888.”

2 The Irvine Family
124 Tates Creek Avenue

    Charles Irvine    

Charles was born into slavery around 1845, and is buried in Maple Grove 
Cemetery. He was a veteran of  the Civil War, serving in Company D, 119th 
United States Colored Infantry. A compensation claim filed by Madison County 
Attorney and County Clerk stated that, “He [Charles] was born my slave. I owned 
his mother at the time of his birth and she was my property, and said Charles Irvine 
never belonged to any other person.” 

Charles worked as a grocer until his death in 1896, leaving Sallie, his wife, 
to raise seven children. She supplemented her widow’s military pension by 
working as a private family domestic. All the Irvine children were raised in the 
family home at 124 Tates Creek Road, where most lived until their death.
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    Vulcan Irvine

Born in 1881 in Richmond, Vulcan was a veteran of 
two wars, a successful tailor, and a highly respected 
business owner. As a teenager, he carried Caleast mail, 
but resigned in 1898 to enlist in the Army during the 
Philippine-American War in a unit commonly referred 
to as Buffalo Soldiers. 

After his discharge in 1901, land was to be given 
away in the “new territory” of Oklahoma through a 
land lottery. Within weeks after returning from the 
Philippines, Vulcan won 154 acres in the lottery, 

purchased the land for $13.86, but did not settle there. Vulcan  returned to 
Richmond and  established a tailor shop with his younger brother, Xenophon. 

In 1905, Vulcan Irvine and Xenophon Irvine established one of the most 
successful African American tailor shops in Richmond, the “Irvine Bro’s Tailor 
Shop.” The shop was located above Whittington’s Jewelers at 229 West Main 
Street, currently the location of Richmond City Hall. 

The services offered dry cleaning, pressing, and alterations of clothing. The 
Irvine Bro’s Tailor Shop gained a reputation as being

“... an establishment that makes people of Richmond to dress with that same 
discriminating distinctiveness that characterizes people of the metropolitan centers.” 
— Richmond Daily Register 23 August 1921, Page 4

Vulcan never married. He managed his tailor shop up until his death in 1944, 
gaining a reputation “for his straightforwardness methods of doing business and is 
meeting business success by deserving it.” 
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    Xenophon Irvine 

Xenophon never married and died in October 1916, leaving Vulcan as sole 
owner. Both are buried in Maple Grove Cemetery.

  Bessie D. Irvine - 124 Tates Creek Road (1882-1965)
Miss Irvine was a graduate of Richmond High and Kentucky State College. She 
taught 6th & 7th grades in Madison County Schools and was on the Madison 
County School Board. Miss Irvine taught over fifty years in the public schools 
of Kentucky. 

Other Irvine Siblings

  Miss Charles M. Irvine (1892-1973)
Charles was a 1913 graduate of Richmond 
High School, attended Knoxville College, 
and Kentucky State College. She taught 
in the Madison County School system 
at schools including Four Mile School, 
Middletown, and Grapevine. When 
Madison County schools were integrated, 
Miss Irvine was reassigned to Madison 
Central High as a librarian. Charles M. 
Irvine is buried alongside her twin, Mary, 
in Maple Grove Cemetery.

  L. Venus Irvine Chenault married Arthur John Chenault 

The family lived in Mount Healthy, Ohio and were parents of five known 
children. Venus is buried in Maple Grove Cemetery. Their children were also 
successful. 

  Hortenius Chenault (1910-1990)
Hortenius graduated from Morehouse College and from Howard University 
College of Dentistry. He received a Guggenheim Award and did postgraduate 
work in children’s dentistry.

  Mary E. Irvine Chenault (1892-1967)
A 1913 graduate of Richmond High School and Knoxville College (Tennessee), 
she was a seamstress and a dressmaker, and assisted her brothers in the tailor 
shop. 

After the outbreak of World War I, Vulcan again entered the military. Upon 
returning, he assisted in organizing an American Legion Post “Ex-Service Men’s 
Club,” and was a member of the Knights of the Pythias. An exceptional athlete, 
he was a full back on the Richmond Colored football team.
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In all branches, in many units, under many names at home and abroad, the 
heroes and the unsung. Killed In Action, Missing In Action, and Wounded In 
Action, both men and women … they served. For many, our local cemeteries are 
their final resting places.

Cemeteries

Civil War: 1861-1865
United States Colored Troops
Grand Army of the Republic
Women’s Relief Corps
Buffalo Soldiers
Simpsonville Massacre

Phillippine - American War: 
1899 -1902 

World War I: 1917-1918
Killed in Action
Harlem Hellfighters
Red Cross Hospitals

OUR MILITARY - THEY SERVED

World War II: 1941-1945
Tuskegee Airmen
Red Ball Express
Women’s Army Corps
Six Triple Eights
Blue Grass Ordinance

Korean Conflict: 1950 - 1953

Vietnam War: 1960 - 1975

Persian Gulf War: 1990 - 1991
American Legion
Veterans of Foreign Wars

Old Soldiers Cemetery1

 2 Richmond Cemetery

 3 Maple Grove Cemetery
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In 1867, a plot of land located on Four Mile Road 
was donated by the white Richmond City Cemetery 
Board for the burial of African Americans as the 
Richmond Cemetery began to segregate its burials. 
This area, known as Old Soldiers Cemetery, became 
the burial place for some of the oldest African 
American families in Richmond, including Civil War 
Veterans, former slaves, and Reverend Madison 
Campbell, organizer and pastor of many of the first 
churches in the area.

In the first decades of the cemetery, the Grand Army 
of the Republic and its auxiliary, the Women’s Relief 
Corps, often sponsored Decoration Day celebrations including a dinner served 
to the old soldiers present. 

With the opening of Maple Grove Cemetery in 1903, the cemetery on Four Mile 
Road became neglected and overgrown. Trash was dumped and many headstones 
were broken or carried off. With no overarching organization to manage the 
land, the cemetery upkeep often fell to the families of those buried there. As 
descendants moved away over the years, concerned groups have striven to clean 
and care for the cemetery with varying degrees of success and longevity.

Due to the years of neglect, the exact number of burials at Old Soldiers is 
unknown. Many headstones have been damaged or stolen and only field stones 
marked the graves of others. 

1 Old Soldiers Cemetery
528 - 598 Four Mile Avenue
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Notable Burials In 
Old Soldiers Cemetery

    John Green
    First Caretaker of Old Soldiers Cemetery 

John Green was born into slavery around 
1832 in Madison County. He got his 
name from his enslaver, Irvine T. Green, a 
successful blacksmith and carriage maker 
in Richmond. It was from him that John 
acquired skills as a blacksmith. John served 
in the 12th United States Colored Heavy 
Artillery from 1864 to 1866. After the war, 
he returned to Richmond and established 
his own successful blacksmith shop. John 
Green is considered the first officially 
recognized caretaker of Old Soldiers Cemetery. It was he who dug the graves, 
inscribed, and erected the limestone rocks used as grave markers. Upon his 
death, John Green was buried at Old Soldiers Cemetery, which he had cared for 
through so many years.

A soldier, preacher, and teacher, Green was born 
in July 1846 enslaved to Richard Cobb in Madison 
County. He enlisted at Camp Nelson, Kentucky 
in 1864, and he served in the 114th United States 
Colored Infantry. 

After his 1867 discharge, he enrolled in primary 
school at Berea College. Green took his father’s 
surname, Miller, after emancipation. 

Listed as a domestic servant in the 1870 census, 
he became one of the most successful Baptist 
ministers in the African American community. 
He helped establish the first Colored Sunday schools in Richmond and the Mt. 
Pleasant District Association.

Reverend Miller was heavily involved in Richmond’s growing African American 
community. He was a charter member of the Ashlar #49 Masonic lodge; the 
Grand United Order of the Odd Fellows New Tane Lodge #1640; and the 
Sedgewick Post #130 of the Richmond Grand Army of the Republic (GAR). 
Along with his wife, Lucretia Miller, a Berea graduate, Green taught and assisted 
in organizing the Madison County Colored Teachers Association. Reverend G.B. 
Miller died on October 22, 1922, and is buried in Old Soldiers Cemetery.

Green B. Miller, aka Green Cobb 
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    Preston Harris Gordon
    Regimental Drum Major - 114th United States Colored Infantry
Preston Harris Gordon, commonly referred to as Pres Harris, was born into 
slavery in Madison County on the farm of John “Jack” Harris near Whites 
Station in around 1817. As a young child, Preston had a mania for beating on 
tin pans, buckets, and barrels. In 1829, after he drummed for a militia in nearby 
Foxtown, his reputation spread and for the next eighteen years, Pres drummed 
beats for various regimental and battalion musters in the area. Preston stirred 
the emotions of crowds at Fourth of July parades and Masonic ceremonies. It 
seemed that a corner stone could not be laid, or an anniversary celebrated that 
Pres, and his drum, were not there. Preston most fondly recalled the laying of 
the cornerstone of Henry Clay’s monument at the Lexington Cemetery. On that 
occasion,  he drummed the beat for a procession of 5,000 soldiers, national and 
local political leaders, which formed on Main Street, with the head of the column 
at the Phoenix Hotel and the rear far out by Ashland, the home of Henry Clay. At 
the cemetery gate, Pres and others with drums and fifes were stationed to beat 
the cadence while the long procession passed into the cemetery. In recalling the 
occasion, Pres would say, “I hit that little drum till I got so hot I got cold.”

In 1864, Preston enlisted in the 114th United States Colored Infantry and was 
appointed drum major. His regiment was sent to the Army of the Potomac where 
just before the fall of Richmond, Virginia, a hundred regiments passed in review 
before General Ulysses Grant and other distinguished persons. He was awarded 
a gold headed baton as prize for the “best drilled and most accomplished drum 
major”. In 1867, when the 114th USCT was mustered out, his regimental 
comrades presented him with a fifty-five dollar drum as a token of their regard.

After the war, Preston returned to Richmond, received a military pension and 
supplemented his income working as a carpenter. Upon his death in 1891, the 
drum presented to him by the regiment was given to the Richmond Post No. 130 
of the Grand Army of the Republic1 of which he was a charter member and was 
carried in his funeral procession. His widow, Caroline, kept the baton presented 
to him by General Grant. Preston Harris Gordon is buried in Old Soldiers 
Cemetery.

1 See Appendix of Terms for more information on the Grand Army of the Republic   
   and the Women’s Relief Corp.

    Douglas Mitchell, aka Douglas Grimes
Douglas Mitchell (aka Douglas Grimes) was born into slavery in around 1815 in 
Fayette County, Kentucky. He is listed as a member of Company F, 1st Kansas 
Colored Infantry Regiment, 75th U.S. Colored Infantry, the first Black military 
fighting unit to be organized in a northern state, and the first Black unit to see 
combat during the Civil War. Grimes is listed on the African American Civil 
War Memorial Plaque (C-86) in Washington D.C. Douglas Mitchell and his 
wife, Mary Embry Mitchell, were the great grandparents of William and Frank 
Douglas Walker Jr., famed Tuskegee Airmen of World War II.
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Richmond Cemetery was chartered in 1848 and  dedicated in 1856. Prior to 1867, 
this was the final resting place for Richmond citizens regardless of race. Records 
show the Mackey family, early African American residents of Richmond, owned 
a portion of this land before its 1848 charter. A lawsuit was brought when they 
were refused burial rights in the cemetery. The suit was settled in favor of the 
Mackey family and their burials were allowed in Richmond Cemetery.

In February of 1867, the Richmond Cemetery board authorized a piece of ground 
within a convenient distance of Richmond containing from two to four acres be 
purchased as a burying ground for the colored population. The location chosen 
was on Four Mile Avenue, known today as Old Soldiers Cemetery.

Notable African Americans buried in Richmond Cemetery include the Mackey 
family, and Richmond funeral directors, Squire Collins and Owen Z. White. 
Notable white Madison County  residents buried here include Isabelle “Belle” 
Harris Bennett, abolitionist Cassius M. Clay, and others who were enslavers or 
employers.

2 Richmond Cemetery
606 E Main Street

Maple Grove Cemetery is the largest African 
American cemetery in Madison County. 
The earliest headstone is that of Sarah Clay 
in 1889, but the cemetery was not formally 
incorporated until 1901 by four prominent 
African American men; Grandison Boggs, 
B.P. Langford, Thomas H. Broaddus, and 
John L. Francis. Today there are over 1700 
gravestones and many unidentified gravesites 
within the cemetery including over 250 
military members representing the Buffalo 
Soldiers, U.S. Colored Troops, U.S. Navy, 
U.S. Army, U.S. Army / Air Corps (Tuskegee 
Airmen and support staff); U.S. Army 
Reservist, U.S. Marine Corps, and the U.S. 
Coast Guard. Two of these military members 
are female.

The Friends of Maple Grove Cemetery, Inc., a nonprofit organization 
are caretakers of the grounds. The group works diligently to research the 
contributions of those buried there and have placed historical markers at over 
67 gravesites. Maple Grove Cemetery is open year round and visitors are always 
welcome.

3 Maple Grove Cemetery
102 Spring Street
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    Private Robert Ballard
    Buffalo Soldier and the Indian Wars
Born in 1855, his headstone indicates he participated in the Indian Wars. Ballard 
served in Company M, 10th U.S. Cavalry which faced frequent clashes  with Native 
Americans. Buffalo Soldiers1 spent their time west of the Mississippi River because 
many whites did not want to see armed Black soldiers near their communities.

1 See Appendix of Terms for more information on Buffalo Soldiers.

Notables Buried in Maple Grove 
Cemetery Representing Military Units
    First Sergeant Daniel Scott Collins
    Buffalo Soldier 
The highest ranking non-commissioned officer buried in Maple Grove Cemetery. 
He enlisted in 1899 into Company B, 9th  U.S. Colored Cavalry, a unit known as the 
Buffalo Soldiers¹. Collins continued to re-enlist after each tour for 27 years. Most 
of his career was spent at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. His ability to reach the rank 
of First Sergeant in a segregated, often white officer-run military is remarkable.

    Corporal Creed Vulcan Irvine
    Buffalo Soldier & World War I
Enlisted in the 10th U.S. Cavalry and the 48th U.S. Volunteer Infantry, both 
units known as Buffalo Soldiers. Upon the outbreak of World War I,  Vulcan, 
at age 34, re-enlisted in the military in 1918, serving in Company M, 24th U.S. 
Infantry mustering out in 1919. He was a very successful businessman. He is 
buried next to his brother Xenophon.

    Private Clayborn Fox
    Simpsonville Massacre Survivor
Enlisted in the 5th U.S. Colored Troops at Camp Nelson, Kentucky, on January 25, 
1864. Fox, along with about 80 other freed slaves turned soldiers, were attacked 
about four miles outside of Simpsonville as they drove 900 head of cattle to 
Louisville. The soldiers were attacked by Confederate guerrillas. After the attack, 
locals came out, gathered the dead, and buried them in two mass graves. Private 
Fox was injured, but survived. Benjamin Lewis and Shelby Phelps also from 
Madison County, were killed.

    Private George P. Cobb
    U.S. Army National Guard
Enlisted in the U.S. Army in 1917 into Company H, 372nd Infantry Regiment, 93rd 
Division. This unit was one of three All-Black National Guard Regiments which fought 
in WWI. The 370th was known as the “Black Devils” from Illinois, the 369th was 
known as the “Harlem Hellfighters” from New York and the 372nd was from Ohio. The 
National Guard’s history is filled with examples of African Americans who served with 
distinction.
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    First Lieutenant Frank “Doug”  Walker
    Tuskegee Airman  

Selected in 1938 to attend the Tuskegee 
Institute where he became a pilot assigned to 
the 332nd Fighter Group, 301st Squadron. The 
332nd Fighter Group1 were heroes in WWII 
and flew over 15,000 sorties during the war. 
Lieutenant Walker flew 55 missions himself in 
the Po Valley, Rome and other parts of Italy. 
The Tuskegee Air Group also escorted bomber 
aircraft to and from their missions. Lieutenant 

Walker  successfully recovered from his injuries received when his aircraft had a 
failure on the runway during take-off. Lieutenant Walker was honored  with the 
Gold Congressional Medal of Honor in 2007. Lieutenant Walker is depicted on 
the mural on the wall of the Madison County Public Library.

1  See Appendix of Terms for more information on the Tuskegee Airmen

    Staff Sergeant Wallace “Possum” White Jr.
    Tuskegee Airman Trainer
Enlisted in the U.S. Army Air Force 
in 1932 and served seventeen  years. 
During WWII, White was assigned 
to the 332nd Air Base Group, Army 
Air Force. This unit was a part of the 
Tuskegee Airmen group which trained 
the famous Tuskegee  Airmen Fighter 
pilots. White was also a member of 
the 1940s African American baseball 
team, the White Sox from Richmond, 
Kentucky.

    Private Leonard Broaddus Turpin
    Red Ball Express
Enlisted in the Army in 1943, his oral history, housed at EKU Library Archives, 
recounted his participation in WWII. He landed on Utah Beach the day after 
D-Day and served in General Patton’s 3rd Army as one of the drivers in the 
Red Ball Express, a massive fleet of 6,000 2 ¹/₂ ton cargo trucks. In 1944, 23,000 
American truck drivers and cargo loaders, 70% of whom were Black – moved 
more than 400,000 tons of ammunition, gasoline, medical supplies, and rations 
to battlefronts in France, Belgium, and Germany. These Red Ball Express trucks 
and the Black men who drove them earned a reputation as tireless and fearless 
troops. Many of the white American soldiers who relied on supplies delivered by 
the Red Ball Express recognized the drivers’ valor at the time.
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Women in War

    Private First Class Kara Lynn Stone
    Women’s Army Auxilliary Corps
Private First Class Stone taught for several years before joining the Women’s 
Army Auxilliary Corps, a part of the U.S. Army. The WAAC was designed to  
make available the knowledge, skill, and special training of women while also 
giving women the rank, privileges, and benefits of their male counterparts. 
Private Stone is one of only two female service members buried in Maple Grove 
Cemetery. (See her story in the East End section; p.42)

    Corporal Jennetta Schooler Blythe
    Women’s Army Auxilliary Corps
Corporal Schooler entered the Women’s Army Auxilliary Corps in 1943 and 
was assigned to the 6888th Central Postal Directory Battalion. The 6888th was 
the only predominantly African American, all-female unit sent overseas during 
World War II. During the war, there was a significant shortage of soldiers who 
were able to manage the postal service for the U.S. Army overseas. The women 
kept mail flowing to nearly seven million soldiers in the European Theater 
of Operations. The group arrived in Europe in 1945, with approximately 850 
officers and enlisted personnel. Their motto was “No mail, low morale”.

In April 2021, the U.S. Senate awarded the Congressional Gold Medal to 
members of the 6888th Central Postal Directory Battalion, also referred to as 
the “Six Triple Eight.” Corporal Schooler was one of eighteen women from 
Kentucky. A documentary was produced in 2019, The Six Triple Eight. Schooler 
returned to Richmond after the war and worked at the Bluegrass Ordinance. 
Most of the community was unaware of her exemplary contribution to the 
World War II effort. She is one of only two female service members buried in 
Maple Grove Cemetery.
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General Logan, Commander in Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic (GAR), 
ordered a specific day each year, May 30, to be set aside to honor the Union 
Army’s war dead. General Logan explicitly cited emancipation as a reason for 
this commemoration. Northern “soldiers’ lives,” he explained, “were the reveille 
of freedom to a race in chains”. The African American post and its associates 
enthusiastically participated in Decoration Day activities, such as church 
services, graveside ceremonies, and parades. Segregated observances allowed 
the African American GAR circle, particularly the Women’s Relief Corps, to 
shape the message of Memorial Day. They had an invaluable tool to construct 
their own version of Civil War memories. 

Decoration Day observances were often held in churches. Mainstream 
newspapers frequently reported on the sermons given at Black churches on this 
day. Some chose a few quotes while others printed the minister’s remarks in 
their entirety. 

The May 27, 1913 edition of the Madisonian newspaper wrote: 

“Colored GAR” – “Elder T.H. Broaddus delivered a powerful address at the Colored 
Baptist Church of this city to the GAR, Elder Broaddus is a thinker and a fine, all 
round citizen. Rev. Green B. Miller will deliver the address on Decoration Day at the 
graves of the veterans. Rev. Miller is one of the ablest members of the pulpit and is also 
a splendid teacher. He has done much for the cause of humanity. Those who are so 
fortunate as to hear him will be treated to an eloquent and able address.” 

The Climax-Madisonian newspaper of May 19, 1915, published notice of 
Memorial Day activities for the Sedgwick Post: 

“On May 23, a memorial service will be held at the AME Church … Attendees are 
requested to bring flags and flowers in honor of the deceased veterans. The principal 
“orators of the day” are Rev. T.H. Broaddus and Professor (Joshua) Crenshaw, with 
Green B. Miller as Master of Ceremonies.” The Colonel Sedgwick post, Women’s 
Relief Corps (WRC) Auxiliary also prepared a meal for the occasion.

The June 2, 1915 edition of the Climax-Madisonian reported: 

“The colored people of this city in accordance with their custom fittingly observed 
this day on Monday. The orator of the day was Rev. Green B. Miller assisted by Prof. 
(Joshua) Crenshaw … one beautiful feature of the exercises was a flag drill by about 
thirty girls. Mrs. Fannie Gwynn read Lincoln’s Gettysburg address. The music by the 
church choir consisted of military and patriotic songs. A splendid lunch was furnished 
by the Women’s Relief Corps.”

Decoration Day
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    White Hall State Historic Site       
    500 White Hall Shrine Road

It is believed that approximately 
ninety-three slaves worked at 
one time on General Green Clay’s 
estate probably in the production 
of tobacco, corn, hemp, and 
livestock as well as providing 
domestic labor. A reproduction 
of the work buildings can be 
seen on the grounds behind the 
house and the foundations of 
what is believed to have been 
slave quartets are near the main 

house. Guided tours are available, which detail the early workings of the estate, 
but little is known about the individual slaves beyond folklore. 

White Hall’s most famous owner was Cassius Marcellus Clay, a well-known, 
outspoken abolitionist and son of General Green Clay. Clay was well respected 
for his stance by African Americans in Kentucky.

One of Cassius’ most dramatic attempts at ending slavery in Kentucky was 
printing the True American newspaper beginning in June 1845. The newspaper 
was moved to Cincinnati in August 1845, and later moved to Louisville due to 
pro-slavery attacks. It was renamed The Examiner. 

Clay took another step in changing the course of the history of African Americans 
in Kentucky when he gave land to the Reverend John G. Fee in 1858. Reverend 
Fee established a school on the property based on abolitionist principles. This 
school was Berea College, the first multi-racial college in the South.

White Hall State Historic Site is open for tours from April through October. For 
more information call (859) 623-8753 or visit: whitehall.eku.edu.

Neighboring Places
of Interest

    Fort Boonesborough State Park     
    4375 Boonesboro Road
Fort Boonesborough was established in 1775 when Daniel Boone led a group of 
settlers into Kentucky, including several male black slaves. Monk Estill played an 
important role in the protection of subsequent settlers. 

Monk Estill, one of several male black slaves at Kentucky’s second oldest 
settlement, manufactured gunpowder which was used to defend against 
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    Berea College     
    101 Chestnut Street, Berea, Kentucky

Founded in 1855, Berea College was the 
first college in the South established for 
the purpose of multiracial education and 
the education of the Appalachian poor. 
One of Berea College’s most important 
contributions to African American 
education in Kentucky came in training 
teachers for Kentucky’s Black schools.

From 1866 to 1889, at least half the student body was African American. The 
school remained the only integrated school in Kentucky until 1904 when 
Kentucky passed the Day Law forbidding simultaneous biracial education. It 
was not until 1950 that the Day Law was amended to allow biracial education.

Notable African American graduates of Berea College include: the “Father of 
Black History” Carter G. Woodson (class of 1903), and Richmond’s own Henry 
Allen Laine, poet laureate. Berea College alumni, J.D.M. Russell and James 
Hathaway, were the first two principals of Ricmond High. Hathaway was also 
president of Kentucky State College. Nobel prize-winning author, Alex Haley, 
served for a time as a Berea College Trustee.

Berea College was founded by Kentucky abolitionist Reverend John G. Fee, on 
land donated by Cassius Marcellus Clay (see White Hall listing in this section). 
They opened Berea College determined to educate former slaves and the children 
of the Appalachian poor. After the Civil War began, Fee played a significant 
role as a volunteer at Camp Nelson in Jessamine County, the primary military 
base for African Americans in Kentucky during the Civil War. After the war, 
Fee invited many of those at Camp Nelson to settle in Berea, promising them 
educational opportunities, land, and a better way of life. His vision became a 
reality when on March 6, 1866, the first biracial classes were held. 

Indian attacks. In 1872, Monk Estill 
was granted freedom for his acts of 
heroism. It is thought that he was the 
first freed slave in Kentucky. A historical 
marker recognizing Monk Estill and his 
importance to the early settlement of 
Kentucky is located on U.S. Highway 25 
south of Richmond. 

Fort Boonesborough is open April 
through October. For more information 
call (859) 527-3131 or visit: 
www.parks.ky.gov
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    Rosenwald Foundation/Rosenwald Schools    
The Julius Rosenwald Fund helped to fund rural school buildings for African 
American children across the country. Local communities were required to 
raise funds or donate property and labor to construct the schools with matching 
funds provided by the Rosenwald Foundation. Richmond High was one of 
more than 5,000 schools, one of four in Madison County, and training shops 
nationally designed by Tuskegee Industrial Institute to receive funding. The 
National Trust for Historic Preservation estimates that only 10 - 12 percent of 
all Rosenwald schools are still standing, and in 2002, placed Rosenwald Schools 
on their 11 Most Endangered Historic Places list. 

  United States Colored Troops (USCT)    
The United States Colored Troops were 
regiments in the United States Army 
composed primarily of African American 
(or Colored) soldiers, although members of 
other minority groups also served within the 
units. They were first recruited during the 
American Civil War and by the end of the war 
in 1865, the United States Colored Troops 

contained 175 regiments which constituted about one tenth of the manpower 
of the Union Army. About 20% of the Colored Troops died during the war. 
Many of the Colored soldiers fought with distinction, and received numerous 
honors, including 16 Medal of Honor winners. The U.S. Colored Troops were 
precursors to the Buffalo Soldiers regiments which served in the American 
west. 

  Grand Army of the Republic (GAR)    
The Grand Army of the Republic was the nation’s 
first interracial fraternal organization, consisting 
of honorably discharged veterans of the Union 
Army, Navy, and Marines. It was among the first 
organizations to support voting rights for Black 
veterans and to make Memorial Day a national 
holiday. Locally, the Grand Army of the Republic 
Thomas D. Sedgwick Post No. 130  in Richmond was 
organized in 1888 with twenty-one charter members 
including many of Richmond’s African American 
leaders. The post was named in honor of Colonel 
Thomas D. Sedgwick, who had commanded many of 
the old veterans living in the area. It was one of four 
GAR posts in Madison County. 
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The Colonel Sedgwick post was active for thirty years, organizing and providing 
memorial services for veterans, assisting comrades applying for military 
pensions, and providing help for widows and families of  Civil War veterans. 
They originally met at the United Baptist Church “Colored” at Francis and 
Collins, and later at the African Methodist Episcopal Church. Green B. Miller 
held elective state offices as Kentucky Chaplain and Deputy Junior-Vice 
Commander. Nationally the GAR continued until it was dissolved in 1956 when 
the last member passed away.

  Woman’s Relief Corps (WRC)    
The Woman’s Relief Corps was the woman’s partner organization to the 
GAR. The objectives of the Woman’s Relief Corps as outlined in the Rules and 
Regulations manual, were to aid and assist the GAR, to perpetuate the memory 
of their heroic dead, to assist Union veterans in any possible way, to extend 
needful aid to their widows and orphans, and to promote patriotism. 

  Buffalo Soldiers    
The 9th and 10th U.S. Cavalry were all-Black cavalry regiments authorized by 
Congress in 1866 at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. They were the original “Buffalo 
Soldiers” regiments in the post-Civil War regular army. The regiment consisted 
of enlisted African American men and white officers. The Buffalo Soldiers served 
in the Indian Wars in the western United States and participated in most of the 
military campaigns in these areas. Buffalo Soldiers were the first protectors of 
the land that would become our National Parks. Thirteen enlisted men and six 
officers from the Buffalo Soldiers regiments earned the Medal of Honor during 
the Indian Wars.  

  Tuskegee Airmen     
On March 19, 1942, the U.S. War Department established the 99th Pursuit 
Squadron which, along with a few other squadrons, were better known as the 
Tuskegee Airmen. The Tuskegee Air Group consisted of America’s first Black 
military pilots and support personnel. 

  Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC)    
The Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps was created as an 
auxiliary unit in May 1942, for the purpose of making 
available to the national defense the knowledge, skill, and 
special training of women to the nation. In 1943, it was 
made part of the Army of the United States and the name 
was changed to the Women’s Army Corps (WAC). This 
gave women all of the rank, privileges, and benefits of their 
male counterparts.
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The writing of Footprints could not have gotten off the ground without a group 
of organized and committed people. The Madison County Historical Society 
formed a subcommittee devoted to researching and documenting African 
American history in Madison County. One aspect was to update the Richmond 
Tourism’s Connections: the Richmond Kentucky Area African American Heritage 
Guide booklet, which was printed in 1997 and contained outdated information 
about the rich history of Black communities within the City of Richmond.

The size of the committee changed and evolved over time with numerous 
people locating primary source photos, newspaper articles, books, yearbooks, 
and personal collections. Others were giving of their personal knowledge, 
experiences, and remembrances of parents and grandparents, businesses, 
organizations, churches, and community activities. We are especially indebted 
to Gary Noland for creating a personal walking tour of the neighborhoods, 
complete with stories of the locations. Ben Nichols organized this data into 
coherent digital formats for maps to lead readers through Richmond.

This project would not have come together and developed its wealth of historical 
documentation without Sharyn Mitchell, who was persistent in pursuing 
additional information, pushed committee members, and organized the results.

Local repositories were of great importance with their treasure troves of 
documents. We thank the staffs of the Berea College Special Collections and 
Archives and the Eastern Kentucky University Special Collections and Archives 
for their invaluable assistance.

We thank Richmond Tourism for their financial support, guidance, and kindness 
when volumes of information to winnow made it impossible to meet deadlines. 
In the process, they worked to make adjustments to the final schedule so this 
important document could be completed and made available to the public.

To Jessica Stevens and Sean Howard of Alight Marketing Agency, we thank you 
for your expertise in formatting and design.

Committee members, many of whom spent numerous hours researching and 
writing, include the following people: 
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Lift ev’ry voice and sing, till earth and heaven ring,
ring with the harmonies of liberty.

Let our rejoicing rise, high as the list’ning skies,
let it resound loud as the rolling sea.

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us.
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us.

Facing the rising sun, of our new day begun,
let us march on till victory is won.

Stony the road we trod, bitter the chast’ning rod,
felt in the days when hope unborn had died;

yet with a steady beat, have not our weary feet
come to the place for which our people sighed?

We have come over a way that with tears has been watered.
We have come, treading our path thro’ the blood of the slaughtered,

out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last
where the bright gleam of our bright star is cast
God of our weary years, God of our silent tears,
thou who hast brought us thus far on the way,

thou who hast by thy might, led us into the light,
keep us forever in the path, we pray.

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met thee;
lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, we forget thee;

shadowed beneath thy hand, may we forever stand,
true to our God, true to our native land.

- James Weldon Johnson

Often referred to as “The Black National Anthem,” Lift Every Voice and Sing 
was a hymn written as a poem by NAACP leader James Weldon Johnson in 
1900. His brother, John Rosamond Johnson (1873-1954), composed the music 
for the lyrics. A choir of 500 school children at the segregated Stanton School, 
where James Weldon Johnson was principal,  first performed the song in public 
in Jacksonville, Florida to celebrate President Abraham Lincoln’s birthday. At 
the turn of the 20th century, Johnson’s lyrics eloquently captured the solemn 
yet hopeful appeal for the liberty of Black Americans. Set against the religious 
invocation of God and the promise of freedom, the song was later adopted 
by NAACP and prominently used as a rallying cry during the Civil Rights 
Movement of the 1950s and 1960s.

Lift Every Voice and Sing



“... African American history is not  
somehow separate from our larger 

American story, it’s not the underside of 
the American story, it is central to the 

American story. 

That our glory derives not just from our 
most obvious triumphs, but how we’ve 
wrested triumph from tragedy, and how 
we’ve been able to remake ourselves, 
again and again and again, in accordance 

with our highest ideals. 

I, too, am America.”

- President Barack Obama
at the dedication of the 

National Museum of African American 
History and Culture, 2016
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